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Character traits of the little red hen

The Little Red Hen is a timeless character from classic children?s stories, embodying a range of
admirable traits that make her a symbol of diligence, responsibility, and perseverance. Her character
traits serve as valuable lessons for young readers and adults alike, illustrating the virtues of hard
work, initiative, and integrity. In this article, we will explore the various character traits that define the
Little Red Hen, analyzing how these qualities shape her actions and influence the story?s moral
lessons.

Introduction to the Little Red Hen?s Character

The Little Red Hen is often portrayed as a hardworking and proactive figure. She is characterized by
her unwavering dedication to her tasks, her sense of justice, and her ability to stand firm in her
beliefs. Her personality traits reflect her role as a moral exemplar, inspiring children to adopt positive
behaviors in their own lives. To understand her character fully, we will delve into her key traits,
exploring how each influences her decisions and interactions.

Core Character Traits of the Little Red Hen

1. Hardworking and Diligent

One of the most prominent traits of the Little Red Hen is her exceptional work ethic. She consistently
demonstrates a willingness to undertake chores and responsibilities without hesitation. From
planting wheat to harvesting, milling, and baking bread, her diligent attitude ensures that tasks are
completed efficiently and thoroughly.

- Initiative: The Little Red Hen takes the lead in every stage of her project, unlike her lazy
companions.

- Perseverance: She persistently works through challenges, such as grinding the wheat or
baking the bread, showing resilience and dedication.

- Responsibility: She accepts ownership of her tasks, refusing to rely on others to do her work
for her.

Her hardworking nature teaches the importance of effort and commitment in achieving goals.

2. Responsible and Self-Reliant
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Responsibility is a central trait that defines the Little Red Hen?s character. She recognizes her
duties and takes ownership of her actions, refusing to depend on others for help or support.

- Independence: She independently performs all the steps required to bake bread, from planting
to baking.

- Accountability: When others refuse to help, she does not complain but instead continues her
work, exemplifying accountability.

- Leadership: Her sense of responsibility positions her as a leader in her own story, guiding her
actions and decisions.

Her responsible nature underscores the value of self-reliance and the importance of taking charge of
one?s tasks.

3. Honest and Fair

Honesty and fairness are traits that make the Little Red Hen a moral character. She communicates
clearly and expects her friends to share in her responsibilities, emphasizing fairness and integrity.

- Transparency: She openly seeks help for her tasks but does not manipulate others or seek
unfair advantages.

- Justice: The story ends with her enjoying the bread she baked herself, reinforcing the idea that
hard work should be rewarded.

- Integrity: She remains true to her values of honesty, refusing to share her hard-earned bread
with those who did not contribute.

Her honesty and fairness serve as moral lessons about the importance of integrity and justice.

4. Persistent and Patient

The Little Red Hen?s journey involves multiple steps that require patience and persistence. She
perseveres through each stage, maintaining her focus despite setbacks.

- Endurance: She continues her work even when it seems tedious or difficult.
- Focus: Her unwavering attention to her tasks ensures successful completion, illustrating the

trait of patience.
- Resilience: When faced with obstacles, she adapts and persists rather than giving up.

Her persistence encourages perseverance in the face of challenges, a vital trait for success.
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5. Self-Respect and Pride

The Little Red Hen takes pride in her work and achievements. Her self-respect is evident in her
refusal to share her bread with those who did not contribute.

- Confidence: She believes in the value of her labor and skills.
- Self-Worth: Her pride in her work fosters a sense of dignity and self-esteem.
- Standards: She upholds her standards of fairness and effort, refusing to be taken advantage of.

Her pride in her work teaches children the importance of valuing their efforts and maintaining
self-respect.

Additional Traits and Their Impact

6. Determined and Goal-Oriented

The Little Red Hen is highly determined to see her project through from start to finish. Her focus on
her goals drives her actions and decisions.

- Vision: She clearly envisions the end result?a loaf of bread?and works tirelessly toward it.
- Motivation: Her desire to succeed keeps her motivated despite difficulties.
- Discipline: She maintains discipline in her work routines, emphasizing the importance of

consistency.

Her determination demonstrates that setting goals and staying committed are key to achievement.

7. Morally Upright and Ethical

Throughout the story, the Little Red Hen exemplifies moral uprightness. She adheres to her
principles and expects others to do the same.

- Fairness: She believes everyone should share in the responsibilities and rewards.
- Integrity: She stays true to her values, even when it would be easier to share the bread with her

lazy friends.
- Respect: She respects her own work and the effort it takes to accomplish her goals.

Her moral qualities reinforce the importance of ethics and integrity in personal character.
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Conclusion: The Moral Significance of the Little Red Hen?s Traits

The Little Red Hen?s character traits serve as timeless lessons for children and adults alike. Her
hardworking, responsible, honest, persistent, and proud nature underscores the virtues of
dedication, integrity, and perseverance. These qualities not only enable her to accomplish her goals
but also convey moral messages about fairness, independence, and self-respect.

By embodying these traits, the Little Red Hen becomes a moral exemplar who demonstrates that
hard work and responsibility are essential for success and personal dignity. Her story remains
relevant today because it highlights values that are vital for building character and fostering a strong
work ethic in individuals of all ages. Ultimately, the character traits of the Little Red Hen teach us
that efforts are worthwhile and that integrity and perseverance are keys to achieving meaningful
success in life.
 
Character Traits of the Little Red Hen

The tale of the Little Red Hen has been a cherished story for generations, often used to teach
children about responsibility, hard work, and perseverance. Beyond its simple moral lessons, the
character of the Little Red Hen embodies a range of distinctive traits that make her a compelling
figure. Analyzing her character traits provides insight into her personality and the values she
represents ? traits that resonate not only within the story but also in broader life contexts. In this
article, we will explore the multifaceted character traits of the Little Red Hen, examining how these
qualities shape her actions, influence her decisions, and serve as moral exemplars for readers
young and old.

The Independent Spirit of the Little Red Hen

Self-Reliance and Initiative

One of the most defining traits of the Little Red Hen is her remarkable independence. When she
discovers wheat grains that she can plant, she takes the initiative to prepare the land, plant the
seeds, and tend to the crop without waiting for anyone else?s help. Her proactive nature is evident
from the outset:

- She begins the process of planting the wheat on her own.
- She continuously performs tasks such as harvesting and milling the wheat.
- She seeks to complete her work without relying on others? assistance.

This trait underscores her self-reliance ? she trusts her own abilities and takes responsibility for her
tasks. Her initiative demonstrates a strong internal motivation to achieve her goals, which is critical
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in her journey from planting to baking bread.

Autonomous Decision-Making

Throughout the story, the Little Red Hen makes her own decisions based on her assessment of the
situation. When her friends decline to help with the work, she chooses to proceed independently,
emphasizing her confidence in her judgment. Her decision to bake bread alone, after seeing she
cannot rely on others, highlights her autonomous nature. This trait encourages readers to recognize
the importance of making independent choices and standing by them, especially when faced with
peer pressure or reluctance from others.

The Diligent and Hardworking Nature

Consistent Effort and Perseverance

The Little Red Hen exemplifies diligence through her unwavering effort at every stage of her work.
Whether it?s planting, watering, harvesting, grinding, or baking, she approaches each task with
focus and commitment. Her perseverance is evident as she:

- Continues working despite obstacles or the lack of help.
- Maintains a steady work ethic from the beginning to the end of her project.
- Demonstrates patience during the various stages of bread-making.

Her diligence teaches readers that consistent effort, even when solitary, is crucial for achieving
goals. It also illustrates that hard work often requires persistence and resilience, especially when
faced with indifference or refusal from others.

The Value of Consistency

The Little Red Hen?s consistent work ethic serves as an example of how small, persistent efforts
accumulate into meaningful results. Her unwavering dedication to her tasks underscores the
importance of discipline and routine in accomplishing long-term objectives. This trait fosters an
understanding that success often depends on sustained effort, rather than shortcuts or reliance on
others.

The Moral Integrity and Principles

Commitment to Responsibility

A key trait of the Little Red Hen is her sense of responsibility. She recognizes her duties in planting,
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caring for, and processing the wheat. Her commitment to completing her work diligently reflects a
strong moral compass rooted in accountability. She takes ownership of her tasks and does not shy
away from her responsibilities.

Honesty and Fairness

The Little Red Hen?s actions are guided by honesty and fairness. When her friends refuse to help
with the work, she still proceeds to share the bread once it is baked ? but only after she has
completed her work herself. Her decision to not share the bread when others refuse to contribute
underscores her integrity. She values fairness, expecting reciprocal effort from her friends, and
upholds her principles consistently.

Moral Lessons Embedded in Her Traits

Her integrity emphasizes the importance of fairness in social interactions. The story subtly teaches
that effort and responsibility should be shared, and that honesty forms the foundation of trustworthy
relationships. The Little Red Hen?s character traits serve as moral anchors, encouraging children to
develop virtues such as responsibility, honesty, and fairness.

The Resilience and Endurance

Overcoming Challenges

Throughout her journey, the Little Red Hen faces various challenges: finding help, weathering
setbacks, and managing the physical demands of her work. Her resilience shines through as she:

- Continues working despite the lack of assistance.
- Maintains her focus on the end goal of baking bread.
- Adapts to obstacles with patience and resolve.

Her resilience exemplifies that setbacks are part of any endeavor, and perseverance is essential for
overcoming adversity.

Enduring Hardship for a Worthy Goal

The story illustrates that enduring hardship is often necessary to achieve meaningful results. The
Little Red Hen?s endurance in the face of indifference from her friends highlights her steadfastness.
Her resilience inspires readers to persevere through difficulties and to value the process of hard
work as integral to success.
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The Quiet Confidence and Self-Worth

Self-Respect and Dignity

Despite her small size and the initial lack of support from her friends, the Little Red Hen displays a
quiet confidence. She believes in her abilities and respects herself enough to complete her work
diligently. Her dignity is evident in her unwavering commitment and refusal to be discouraged by
others? reluctance.

Confidence in Her Values

Her unwavering stance on doing her work and not sharing the bread until she has earned it
demonstrates her self-confidence rooted in her principles. This trait encourages children to value
their own efforts and to remain firm in their convictions.

The Compassionate and Fair Approach

Sharing Success with Fairness

Although the Little Red Hen is firm about not sharing the bread when her friends refuse to help, she
ultimately shares it once she has earned it. Her decision reflects a compassionate and fair
approach, recognizing the importance of effort and contribution.

Teaching Respect and Consideration

Her behavior teaches that while self-reliance and hard work are vital, kindness and fairness are
equally important virtues. Her example promotes a balanced view of independence and
compassion.

Conclusion

The character traits of the Little Red Hen?independence, diligence, moral integrity, resilience,
confidence, and fairness?combine to create a character who exemplifies virtues valuable in both
childhood and adulthood. Her story encourages readers to embrace responsibility, work hard,
persevere through adversity, and uphold principles of fairness and honesty. These traits make her
not just a figure in a children's story, but a moral exemplar whose qualities continue to inspire
positive behavior and character development. As such, the Little Red Hen remains a timeless
symbol of virtue, reminding us that diligent effort and moral integrity are the foundations of personal
success and ethical living.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the key character traits of the Little Red Hen? The Little Red Hen is
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primarily characterized by her hard work, responsibility, independence, and determination. How
does the Little Red Hen demonstrate her sense of responsibility? She takes the initiative to plant,
harvest, and bake the bread without relying on others, showing her strong sense of responsibility.
What trait of the Little Red Hen teaches children about teamwork? Her insistence on doing tasks
herself when others refuse to help highlights the importance of responsibility and the consequences
of not contributing. In what ways does the Little Red Hen show perseverance? She persists through
the entire process of preparing the bread despite challenges, demonstrating perseverance and
dedication. Why is the Little Red Hen considered a good example of independence? Because she
takes the initiative to complete all the chores herself and does not depend on others, showcasing
independence and self-reliance. 

 
Related keywords: responsible, hardworking, diligent, resourceful, caring, honest, cooperative,
independent, determined, trustworthy

Tesccc Science Grade 4 Unit 7 Traits

tesccc science grade 4 unit 7 traits is an essential topic in the elementary science curriculum that
helps young learners understand the characteristics and attributes of living things. This unit focuses
on exploring the different traits that define plants, animals, and humans, fostering a deeper
understanding of biology and the natural world. By studying traits, students can learn how living
organisms are similar or different, how traits are inherited, and how they help organisms survive in
their environments. This comprehensive article will guide educators, students, and parents through
the key concepts of Unit 7, emphasizing the importance of traits in science education.

Understanding Traits in Science

What Are Traits?

Traits are specific characteristics or features that distinguish one organism from another. They can
include physical features such as eye color, height, or leaf shape, and behavioral attributes like how
animals hunt or how humans communicate. Traits are passed from parents to offspring through
biological inheritance, which means that children often inherit similar traits to their parents.

Types of Traits

Traits can be broadly classified into two categories:

Published by: www.markethub.africa Page 8 of 17



character traits of the little red hen Manual Vol. 2025, Issue 11

- Physical Traits: Observable features such as hair color, skin tone, or the shape of leaves.
- Behavioral Traits: Actions or habits like bird migration patterns, animal hunting techniques, or

human social behaviors.

Understanding these types helps students appreciate the diversity and complexity of traits in living
organisms.

Traits in Plants and Animals

Plant Traits

In Unit 7, students explore the traits that help plants survive and reproduce. Some key plant traits
include:

- Leaf Shape and Size: Variations that help plants absorb sunlight efficiently.
- Root Type: Different root systems like fibrous or taproots that adapt to various soil conditions.
- Flower Color and Shape: Traits that attract pollinators.
- Seed Dispersal Methods: Traits like wings or hooks that help seeds spread across

environments.

Animal Traits

Animals exhibit a wide range of traits that influence their survival. Some important animal traits
include:

- Fur or Feather Color: Camouflage traits that help animals hide from predators.
- Body Structure: Features like the length of legs or the shape of beaks suited for specific diets.
- Behavioral Traits: Migration, hibernation, or hunting strategies.
- Reproductive Traits: Methods of reproduction such as laying eggs or giving birth to live young.

Traits in Humans

Physical Traits

Students learn that humans inherit physical traits from their parents, including:

- Eye color
- Hair type and color
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- Height and body build
- Facial features

Behavioral and Cultural Traits

Apart from physical characteristics, humans also have behavioral traits such as:

- Language and communication skills
- Hobbies and interests
- Social behaviors and customs
- Preferences and talents

Understanding the difference between inherited traits and learned behaviors is a key part of the unit.

How Traits Are Inherited and Changed

Genetics and Inheritance

Traits are inherited through genes, which are segments of DNA passed from parents to children.
Each parent contributes half of the genetic information, resulting in a unique combination in the
offspring. For example:

- Eye color is determined by specific genes inherited from parents.
- Height is influenced by multiple genes and environmental factors.

Environmental Influences on Traits

While genetics play a significant role, the environment can also affect traits. Factors include:

- Sunlight exposure affecting skin tone.
- Nutrition impacting height and overall health.
- Habitat and climate influencing physical adaptations.

Traits Change Over Time

Traits can evolve within a species over generations due to natural selection and environmental
pressures. For example:
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- Animals may develop thicker fur in colder climates.
- Plants may evolve new seed dispersal mechanisms to adapt to changing landscapes.

Activities and Experiments in Unit 7

Observing Traits

Students can perform activities such as:

- Comparing physical features of classmates.
- Examining different types of seeds and their dispersal traits.
- Observing local plants and animals to identify specific traits.

Inheritance Experiments

Simple experiments can illustrate heredity:

- Mixing traits through drawing or modeling to understand how traits are inherited.
- Using Punnett squares to predict possible traits in offspring.

Environmental Impact Studies

Students can investigate how environment influences traits:

- Growing plants in different conditions to observe changes.
- Studying animals in local habitats to understand adaptations.

The Importance of Learning About Traits

Understanding Biodiversity

Studying traits helps students appreciate the diversity of life forms and how they adapt to their
environments. This knowledge promotes respect for nature and awareness of conservation needs.

Developing Scientific Skills

Analyzing traits encourages skills such as observation, classification, and hypothesis-making, which
are fundamental in scientific inquiry.
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Applying Knowledge in Real Life

Understanding traits can help students make informed decisions about health, nutrition, and
environmental stewardship.

Conclusion

In tesccc science grade 4 unit 7, focusing on traits provides an engaging way for students to explore
the natural world. By studying the physical and behavioral characteristics of plants, animals, and
humans, learners develop critical thinking skills and a deeper understanding of biology. Recognizing
how traits are inherited and influenced by the environment underscores the interconnectedness of
living organisms and their habitats. This foundational knowledge prepares students for more
advanced scientific concepts and fosters a lifelong appreciation for the diversity and complexity of
life on Earth.
 
TESCCC Science Grade 4 Unit 7 Traits: An In-Depth Review

Understanding the natural world is fundamental to fostering curiosity and scientific literacy among
young learners. In Grade 4, the TESCCC Science curriculum introduces students to the concept of
traits, a vital topic that helps them comprehend how living things are similar and different. Unit 7,
dedicated to traits, offers a comprehensive exploration of characteristics that define plants and
animals, laying a foundation for understanding heredity, variation, and adaptation. This review aims
to provide an in-depth look at the features, strengths, and areas for improvement of this unit, helping
educators and parents gauge its effectiveness in fostering scientific understanding at the
fourth-grade level.

Overview of TESCCC Science Grade 4 Unit 7: Traits

TESCCC (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Science) Unit 7 emphasizes the identification
and understanding of traits in living organisms. This unit is designed to be engaging and accessible,
encouraging students to observe, compare, and analyze various traits. It integrates hands-on
activities, illustrations, and real-world examples to make abstract concepts tangible for young
learners.

Key Topics Covered:

- Definition of traits
- Differences between inherited and learned traits
- Examples of traits in plants and animals
- How traits are passed from parents to offspring
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- Variations within species
- Adaptations and survival

The curriculum aligns with state standards to ensure that students develop a solid understanding of
biological diversity and the mechanisms of heredity.

Content Breakdown and Educational Effectiveness

Understanding Traits: The Basics

The unit begins with an accessible introduction to what traits are, emphasizing observable
characteristics such as color, size, shape, and patterns. Visual aids, like charts and photographs,
are employed effectively to illustrate these traits across different species.

Features:

- Clear definitions suitable for fourth graders
- Use of colorful illustrations and real-life examples
- Interactive activities, such as matching games

Pros:

- Simplifies complex ideas without sacrificing accuracy
- Engages students through visual and tactile learning
- Encourages observation skills early on

Cons:

- Could benefit from more diverse examples, including insects or aquatic animals
- Might challenge students who need more foundational support in reading comprehension

Inherited vs. Learned Traits

A highlight of this unit is its focus on differentiating between inherited and learned traits. Students
explore how certain characteristics are passed down genetically, while others are acquired through
experience or environment.

Features:
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- Use of relatable scenarios, like a child's eye color versus a learned skill like riding a bike
- Diagrams illustrating genetic inheritance
- Class discussions to reinforce understanding

Pros:

- Clarifies a fundamental biological concept
- Promotes critical thinking about nature vs. nurture
- Connects science with everyday life

Cons:

- The distinction may sometimes be oversimplified for some students
- Additional activities could deepen understanding, such as family trait surveys

Traits in Plants and Animals

The curriculum dedicates sections to exploring traits in specific groups, with a focus on observable
features. For example, students examine plant traits like leaf shape, flower color, and root type, as
well as animal traits like fur patterns, beak shape, and tail length.

Features:

- Hands-on plant dissection or observation activities
- Animal trait comparisons through pictures or videos
- Field trip suggestions to observe local flora and fauna

Pros:

- Practical, experiential learning enhances retention
- Encourages outdoor exploration and observation skills
- Develops appreciation for biodiversity

Cons:

- Limited scope on less obvious traits; could include more internal traits like bone structure
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- Some activities may require additional resources or supervision

Traits and Heredity: Passing Traits to Offspring

A core component involves understanding how traits are inherited from parents. The unit introduces
basic concepts of genetics, emphasizing that offspring often resemble their parents.

Features:

- Use of Punnett squares simplified for young learners
- Family tree activities to trace inherited traits
- Stories or case studies about animals with specific traits

Pros:

- Lays groundwork for more complex genetics in later grades
- Reinforces the connection between parents and offspring
- Encourages family involvement through home activities

Cons:

- Simplification may limit depth for advanced students
- Could include more diverse examples to avoid cultural bias

Variations and Adaptations

Students explore how traits vary within a species and how some traits help organisms adapt to their
environment. This section emphasizes survival and evolution basics.

Features:

- Case studies on animals like the peppered moth or Galápagos finches
- Classroom experiments simulating natural selection
- Discussions on how humans influence traits through breeding

Pros:
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- Connects traits to real-world environmental challenges
- Stimulates curiosity about evolution and adaptation
- Incorporates inquiry-based learning

Cons:

- Might be challenging for some students to grasp the concept of natural selection fully
- Requires careful facilitation to avoid misconceptions

Strengths of TESCCC Science Grade 4 Unit 7: Traits

- Age-Appropriate Content: The curriculum presents complex biological concepts in a manner
suitable for fourth graders, balancing scientific accuracy with understandable language.

- Engagement Through Visuals and Activities: The inclusion of hands-on experiments, diagrams,
and real-life examples keeps students actively involved.

- Alignment with Standards: It ensures students meet state educational standards while fostering
curiosity.

- Fostering Observation Skills: Activities are designed to sharpen students' abilities to observe
and record traits systematically.

- Encourages Critical Thinking: By comparing traits and understanding inheritance, students
develop analytical skills.

Areas for Improvement

- Diversity of Examples: Incorporating a broader range of species, including insects, aquatic life,
and plants from different regions, could enhance understanding of biodiversity.

- Depth of Content: While suitable for grade 4, some students may benefit from more in-depth
exploration or supplementary materials.

- Integration of Technology: Using digital tools and interactive simulations could modernize the
learning experience.

- Addressing Misconceptions: Clarifying complex ideas like natural selection to prevent
misunderstandings is essential.

- Differentiated Learning: Providing scaffolding for students with varying learning needs could
improve overall comprehension.

Conclusion

TESCCC Science Grade 4 Unit 7 Traits provides a solid foundation in understanding the
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characteristics that define living organisms. Its thoughtfully designed lessons promote observation,
critical thinking, and a basic grasp of heredity and variation. The integration of visual aids and
hands-on activities makes the abstract concepts accessible and engaging for young learners. While
there is room for expansion?such as incorporating more diverse examples and leveraging
technology?the overall structure effectively supports key scientific standards and fosters curiosity
about the natural world.

For educators seeking a curriculum that balances clarity with scientific integrity, TESCCC Unit 7 on
traits offers a comprehensive and engaging approach suitable for fourth-grade students. With minor
adjustments, it can serve as an inspiring gateway to deeper biological concepts and a lifelong
interest in science.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are traits in science for grade 4 students? Traits are characteristics or
qualities that describe a living thing, such as color, size, or the way it behaves. How can we identify
traits in animals? We can observe features like fur, feathers, body shape, or patterns to identify traits
in animals. Why are traits important to study in science? Studying traits helps us understand how
living things are different and how they adapt to their environment. What is the difference between
inherited traits and learned traits? Inherited traits are passed from parents to offspring, like eye
color, while learned traits are behaviors gained through experience, like riding a bike. Can traits
change over time? Some traits can change over time due to growth, environment, or adaptation,
while others remain the same. Give an example of a physical trait and a behavioral trait. A physical
trait example is having a long tail; a behavioral trait example is a bird singing to attract a mate. How
do traits help animals survive in their environment? Traits like sharp claws or camouflage help
animals find food, hide from predators, or stay safe in their environment. 
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